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Global Road Safety Film Festival 
 

Dear President Robert Trottein,  

Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It’s a pleasure for me to be here today.  

 

The Global Road Safety Film Festival is one of these great, innovative initiatives that help make 

a difference.  

 

And so allow me first to congratulate Robert Trottein and Laser Europe, and to thank them for 

the great amount of work they’ve been putting into this project, since the first edition in 

Geneva in 2006. 

 

At the birth of this Festival, there was one man, with very little resources but a huge amount of 

will and conviction. Robert Trottein, allow me to express my deepest gratitude, which is 

unanimously shared within the global road safety community, for what you have achieved since 

you started this project. It shows that with faith and work, one can do great things. 

 

Now there is more than one man, there is a team. Robert, it seems that your will and conviction 

were actually contagious. And so thank you Laser Europe for your commitment to the cause of 

road safety. 

 

I’m glad you’ve found great sponsors to organize this event. The Fédération internationale de 

l’Automobile – which I have the honor of being President – is very proud to be a partner of your 

Festival. 

 

* 

 

When it comes to road safety, education is key. Education is what allows to raise awareness, to 

awake consciousness. Education is what makes drivers – or future drivers – realize that they 

have a responsibility, a decisive one, in road safety. 

 

And the experience shows that one of the best and most effective ways to educate is through 

films. Billboards, posters, photos can be very powerful too. But films, because they bring 

motion, because they bring life, make the identification process even stronger. And 

identification is crucial, to convince people that what they are seeing in these films is about 

them, that it could be them. 

 

It is even more true today, in the era of internet and the new technologies. Social networks and 

digital communication create viral buzz and become a privileged way of communicating to 

young people. And so films, because they can so easily circulate, have become an even more 

effective tool in our time.  

 

* 



 

Another important dimension of your Festival is that it is about sharing. And this is 

fundamental.  

 

Sharing film material, with the Multimedia Resource Center, which is an irreplaceable tool for 

the education community in road safety. 

 

But also sharing experiences, for the Festival gives everyone the opportunity to watch what’s 

being done everywhere in the world, and thus find some new ideas, some inspiration. 

 

I am very attached to this idea of sharing. In the battle for road safety, no one can win alone. 

Joining forces, playing collective is not an option. It’s an absolute necessity. It’s the condition 

for success. 

 

* 

 

This year’s festival has brought together films from thirty-seven different countries, coming 

from all five continents.  

 

We have seen a great variety of productions. It’s perfectly normal, since there are so many 

different ways to communicate about road safety. There is more than one recipe to succeed 

because not everyone is sensitive to the same messages. Variety is what allows to reach more 

people. 

 

There is a variety in tones, for example. :  

- some choose to shock, to disturb, to show the crude reality of road accidents and their 

consequences, with sometimes hardly watchable scenes. 

- others prefer a more educational approach 

- and others again choose an offbeat and humorous tone. 

All of them make sense. And all of them can work. 

 

There is also a variety in the messages that are being delivered. And again, for the best.  

 

- First, because road accidents can of course have several causes. And all of them need to 

be fought : alcohol, speed, tiredness, not wearing seatbelt, helmets, distracted driving, 

and so on. 

 

We, at the FIA, have issued 10 Golden Rules to remind drivers of these very basic, 

obvious principles which can make all the difference and save lives.  

 

- Variety in messages also comes from the fact that countries don’t have the same 

history in road safety, they don’t have the same level of advancement in fighting road 

accidents. And I would add : they don’t have the same culture. And therefore, priorities 

differ. 

 

As President of the FIA, I have had the opportunity to see this reality myself. Over the 

past 3 years, I visited 135 countries, each time meeting with national authorities in 

charge of road safety. They explained to me their priorities, their challenges but also 



their constraints. And how they had to take them all into account to make their 

campaigns the most effective. 

 

* 

 

 

But beyond these differences, the one thing that brings all these film together is that they aim 

at waking people up ; at making them realize how dangerous roads can be. Many people drive 

with an unconscious sense of immunity. They know accidents happen, but for some reason, 

they don’t feel it can happen to them. And when it does, it’s too late. 

 

Yes, road crashes don’t only happen to others. They can hit you, they can hit me, they can hit 

everyone. They can waste each of our lives. They can destroy each of our families. 

 

In a fraction of a second, everything can end. For small, even minuscule mistakes, like sending 

a text while driving, one can lose his life, or take one. 

 

And this why these awareness campaigns are so important. 

 

Education in road safety is good at all ages. It’s never too late to realize that roads can kill. It’s 

never too early either.  

 

Programs in school make it possible to instill good reflexes into children and teenagers even 

before they are confronted with driving. 

 

Campaigns focused on young adults are also crucial as well, because we know that young 

drivers are the first victims of road accidents, partly because of their lack of experience, partly 

because of a sense of invulnerability that is inherent to youth. 

 

And so the films that have been played in this year’s festival cover all of these issues, and all of 

these challenges. The variety of what we’ve seen it is what makes it so powerful. 

 

* 

 

These films, and this festival, constitute a great instrument in the global struggle for road 

safety that we are all fighting. It is a crucial battle. 

 

Road safety has simply become one of the greatest challenge of our times. With 1.3 million 

death and 50 million serious injuries each year, it is one of the most serious human and health 

issue. It is also one of the greatest challenge for development, because emerging and 

developing countries are the most severely hit, and because road accidents already cost them 

what they receive in development aid.  

 

And we know that if nothing changes, things can only get worse. If we don’t make progress, 

roads will kill almost 2 million people each year, that is more than all major pandemics. 

 

This is simply unacceptable. The international community must act and give road safety the 

place it deserves on the international agenda : that of an absolute priority. 



 

When it comes to fighting road accidents, national governments bear the first responsibility, of 

course. Because they only have the means and tools to really make things happen. 

 

But road safety has become such a massive scourge that there is also a responsibility - and I 

would even say a duty - for the international community to act. 

 

This is why the main international organizations are now engaged on this issue, and this is why 

the United Nations have very rightly launched, two years ago, the Decade of Action for Road 

Safety with the objective of saving 5 million lives by 2020. This was a great, unprecedented 

step forward.  

 

But we must go further. We still have a great deal to do to make road safety an international 

priority. Despite their support for the Decade of Action, many governments are still not giving it 

the attention and resources it deserves. 

 

We need less words and more action. We need more leaders to commit. We need more 

political will. If not, we will never be able to achieve the ambitious goals of the Decade of 

Action. 

 

And so this is why we are struggling for road safety to be integrated into the Sustainable 

Development Goals, that will follow on from the Millennium Development Goals after 2015. 

This is a real opportunity to integrate this issue into the future priorities of governments 

everywhere in the world. 

 

In this difficult battle for global road safety, it is very heartening to see initiatives and 

commitment like yours. It makes everyone feel stronger, because we know we have each other 

on our side. 

 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


